
and interpret rock outcrops,  

view a granite splitting dem-

onstration, participate in an 

air quality research project, 

determine the relative ages of 

the rocks, and learn about 

nocturnal animal behavior.  

Classroom activities will be 

incorporated into the field 

camp.   

 

On our last evening, we will 

immerse ourselves in the 

Maine culture as we enjoy a 

lobster fest and s’mores!  (We 

will accommodate special 

diets for this meal.) 

 

This trip is great for earth 

science, environmental sci-

ence, and pre-service teachers 

as well as college students. 

It is often said that the best 

geologists are the ones who 

spend time studying geology 

in the field and the same can 

be said for earth science 

teachers.  Field Camps are 

designed to take teachers into 

the field for 3-5 days at an      

affordable cost and allowing 

them to study geology first 

hand and learn new ways to 

incorporate field experiences 

into their classroom.   

Join the Geological Society of 

America on a 5-day adventure 

to discover some of the most 

exciting and fascinating geol-

ogy in the continental United 

States.   Mount Desert Island 

and the Schoodic Peninsula of 

Acadia National Park are in-

credible places to study gla-

ciers, coastal processes and 

structural geology. 

During this trip you will 

measure and map faults and 

dikes, carry out a beach tran-

sect, create a beach profile, 

draw cross sections, observe 

July 26– Arrive by 3 in Bangor, 

orientation, grocery shopping 

July 27– Schoodic: Sun Dew 

Trail, Frazier Point, Air Quality 

Project, 

July 28-MDI: Star Sea Arch, Bar 

Harbor Shore Path, Classroom 

Lessons, Mulberry Beach 

July 29– MDI: Sand Beach, Great 

Head Trail, Thunder Hole, The 

Tarn, Hall’s Quarry and Granite 

Splitting Demonstration 

July 30– Schoodic: Tides and 

Tide Pools at Moose Islands, 

Nocturnal Animal Behavior, 

Beach Transect at Blueberry Hill 

July 31– Map and Measure 

Schoodic Dikes and Faults, Lob-

ster Fest 

Aug 1– Depart 

*Itinerary is subject to change! 

Waves crashing against the 

Schoodic Peninsula  
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“I love the fact 

that the data that 

we collected will 

be used  in a real 

study!” 

We will measure and 

map these dikes at 

Schoodic Point! 

Funding 

Fitness 

Why Attend a GSA Field Camp? 
Field Camps are a fantastic way 

to increase your content 

knowledge and to learn new 

ways to teach Earth science to 

your students. 

 

Sure, you can go to several of 

these spots on your own; 

however, you won’t have ex-

perts  teaching you about the 

geology of the area and helping 

to share ways for you to teach 

these concepts in your class-

room. 

 

Additionally, most of our trips 

take you to places that the 

general public does not have 

access to.   

 

Some field camps allow you to 

participate in research pro-

jects.  You will have access to 

the project long after you con-

tribute to the project. 

 

Each field camp provides pro-

fessional development hours.  

You will earn one professional 

hour for each hour that you 

spend in the field.  Field camps 

typically award 40-60 profes-

sional hours.  Professional 

development in the field sure 

beats professional develop-

ment at your school or dis-

trict! 

 

During each trip, you’ll have 

the opportunity to network 

with fellow teachers.     

It is strongly suggested that 

you hike 2-3 miles several 

times a week in preparation 

for the trip.  Climbing stairs is 

an excellent way to prepare 

for the elevation gain on some 

of our more strenuous hikes.  

If you have weak knees, then 

we strongly suggest that you 

bring hiking poles. 

The Acadia Field 

Camp has several long 

hikes on rough, un-

even terrain.  Hikes 

range in difficulty from 

easy to difficult.  Our 

hikes can have eleva-

tion gains of up to a 

couple hundred feet. 

 

Contact Davida Buehler if you 

have specific questions about 

the hikes on the trip.  

dbuehler@geosociety.org.   

Consult with your physician if 

you have any questions or 

concerns. 

these funds.  

www.fundforteachers.org 

2. Your school or dis-

trict.  It doesn’t hurt to 

ask!  Many teachers have 

had their school or dis-

trict pay for all or some 

of their trips.   

3. Local Lions and Rotary 

Clubs– they have given 

small grants to teachers 

as long as they give a 

presentation at a meeting. 

4. Rural teachers-  Rural 

Trust’s Global Teacher 

Fellowship website at 

www.globalteacherfellows

hip.ruraledu.org 

5. Become a GSA mem-

ber and save $100! 

We wish you the best of luck 

securing funding!   

Teachers often ask about fund-

ing for GeoVentures and Field 

Camps.  Unfortunately, we are 

unable to assist with grants or 

stipends at this time.  Here are 

some ways that previous 

teachers have been able to 

secure funding to attend a trip: 

1. Fund For Teachers– 

Several teachers  have 

attended GeoVentures 

and Field Camps through 

We’ll study 

coastal 

processes at 

a beach 

similar to 

this! 

A C A D I A  F I E L D  C A M P  
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Accommodations 

Our accommodations for the week 

will be at the Schoodic Education 

and Research Center (SERC).  The 

Center was formally a Naval base 

and our accommodations are the 

officers’ former housing.  Each 

“house” contains 4 bedrooms, a 

bathroom, a kitchen, a living room, 

a dining room and a deck.  Rooms 

are air conditioned.   

 

Food 

On the arrival day, we will go to 

the grocery store to pick up items 

for breakfasts and lunches for the 

week.  You will be responsible for 

buying four of your dinners.  We 

will eat at restaurants for these 

dinners.  There will be two dinners 

that are provided.  On the last 

night, we will have a Lobster Fest 

and s’mores around a campfire!  

Special diets can be accommodated 

for the dinners that are provided. 

A non-refundable, $150 deposit 

is due by March 15, 2015. 

Trip must be paid in full by May 1, 

2015.   

A  full refund (minus the $150 de-

posit) will be issued for cancella-

tions prior to May 26, 2015 COB. 

No refunds will be issued after May 

26, 2015.   

The cost of this trip is $850.  Cost 

for GSA members and their part-

ners is $750.  Transportation for 

the week, park fees, field note-

books, field guides, and 2 dinners 

are included in the price of this trip.  

Airfare or other transportation to 

Acadia is not included in the price 

of this trip.   

 

We strongly recommend 

purchasing traveler’s insur-

ance to cover cancellations 

due to health or other rea-

sons.    

Please contact Davida 

Buehler at 

dbuehler@geosociety.org 

with any questions or for 

additional information. 

“I experienced some very good 

examples of "discovery learning” 

and has encouraged me to enlarge 

my own use of this approach in my 

classroom.” 

“I have gotten much benefit from 

the personal interactions. The peo-

ple doing the presentations have 

become great learning experiences 

for me!  One of the very best as-

pects of the field camp experience 

was meeting and learning from 

these wonderful people. Also, the 

field camp participants have 

enlarged my own perspectives on 

teaching.  By spending time to-

gether we were able to share 

thought-provoking activities.” 

 

“I cannot wait to carry out the 

activities  with my students and 

“The field camp that I attended has 

given me new ways to teach con-

tent that will increase student en-

gagement and learning. “ 

 

“The most significant thing that I 

learned was how to read the 

"story" of the landscape based on 

rock, mineral and geographic evi-

dence.” 

Our rooms for the week! 

Past Field Camp Comments 

Fine Print and Cost 

Some of the glacial features 

that we will see! 

“The best part 

for me was the 

ability to 

network with 

experienced 

teachers and 

gain valuable 

advice from 

them!” 

Our living 

rooms for 

the week! 



Fran teaches Earth 

Science at Sarasota 

Springs High School 

in New York.  She 

has a passion for 

teaching Earth Sci-

ence and she loves 

getting out into the 

field whenever possi-

ble.   While she loved her experience on the 

Mammoth Cave Field Camp, she is very ex-

cited to show teachers surface geology.  For 

several years, Fran has been presenting at the 

regional science conference in New York.  

This year, she’ll be presenting a workshop on 

the field experiences run through GSA. 

 

 

 

 

Davida Buehler 

joined GSA in 2011 

as the Teacher 

Advocate Program 

Officer (TAP).  She 

creates materials 

for teachers to use in 

their classrooms and 

provides professional 

development that blends content, activities 

and pedagogy.  Her favorite part of her job is 

designing field camps for teachers to learn 

about geology in the field.  She is passionate 

about getting teachers out into the field! 

Before joining GSA, Davida taught Earth 

Science for 9 years.  Her students came from 

various backgrounds and this challenged her 

to develop engaging lessons that reach stu-

dents of all abilities and backgrounds.  Davida 

holds a B.S in Education from Kent State 

University and a M.S. in Geosciences from 

Mississippi State University. 

Sherry Reise also 

teachers Earth 

Science at Sara-

sota Springs High 

School in New 

York.  She un-

derstands the im-

portance and the 

value of getting out 

into the field and each year she tries her 

best to take her students on a field trip. 

We all know how difficult that can be in 

today’s teaching environment!  Like Fran, 

she has a passion for learning and seeing 

geology out in the field and sharing her 

experiences with fellow teachers.  She 

often co-presents workshops at the re-

gional conference with Fran. 

The Geological Society of America 

c/o Davida Buehler 

3300 Penrose Place 

Boulder, CO 80301 

Phone: 303.357.1015 

E-mail: dbuehler@geosociety.org  

www.facebook.com/GSAK12Education 

facebook.com/GSAGeoVentures 

GeoVentures are an exciting way for you to learn 

about our amazing planet by joining enthusiastic 

leaders to sites of geological wonder around the 

globe.   Whether you are a complete geological 

novice, a keen student, a school/college educator 

or a professional geoscientist, GeoVentures has a 

perfect trip for you to attend.   

 

Backed by the resources, professional member-

ship and experience of The Geological Society of 

America, GeoVentures offer high quality experi-

ences for every participant and we strive to in-

clude programs that reach beyond the pure geo-

science and include cultural, environmental and 

historical aspects. 

The Geological Society of 

America 

Meet Your Trip Leaders! 

“Because the best geologists have seen 

the most rocks!” 

Trip Leader Davida Buehler 

scouting out sites in Acadia 

www.geoventures.org 

Trip Leader Fran Lohnes Trip Leader Sherry Reise 


